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FROM THE DIRECTOR 
We are off to a great start in preschool this year!  The children are settling into their   
daily routines, getting more familiar with their teachers, and enjoying their time at school.  
Thank you for being so supportive and encouraging to your children as they work 
through separating from you, and learning the ways of preschool. 

We will begin watching for the changing seasons this month of October in all the      
classrooms.  We will explore some fall fun as we work on many skills that will help your 
child grow developmentally and socially. 

We thank all of you who were able to attend Parent-Teacher conferences.  If you were not 
able to come into preschool then the teachers will be catching up with you soon over the 
phone or another time.  We were so happy to have so many families attend the COR  
advantage meeting at school last month and by now most have activated their link from 
the Family Network . Reading your child’s anecdotal notes will give great insight into   
activities and learning daily.  Thank you also for completing the Ages and Stages         
questionnaires and returning them promptly.  
                                   Tracy Gleissner 
  255-4234/gleissnerfelp@gmail.com                

    New Siblings are here!  
Milo Sundell became a big brother again to little brother Mason; 
Rowan, River and Piper Mullins are big brother and sisters to 
baby Wesley.  Audrey Cutler has a new sister, Adaline now too.         

There are even a few more babies to be born in the coming months! 

 October 12& 13:              
Grandparent’s Day, 
11:15a.m. 

 October 19& 20 Lion’s Club 
Operation Eyesight 

 October 21: Pastor Zell read-
ing to all classes 

 October 21: Scholastic Book 
orders due 

 October 26 & 27 Penn South 
Firefighters visit at 9:30 

 October 30& November 1: 
Fall Fun Celebrations 

 November 15 (DATE 
CHANGE) Dads Night      
5:30-6:15 p.m. M/W        
6:30-7:15 p.m. T/Th 

 November 23: No Extended 
Day 

 November 24 & 25: NO 
SCHOOL, Thanksgiving 
Break 

October  &  November  

September 30th wasn’t the best evening for a outdoor event but thankfully 
most activities were held inside. The horse rides, bounce house and train 
rides ran for a little bit of time  before the heavy rain began.  The weather 
didn’t dampen your volunteer spirit or attendance.  We had many children enjoying a    
variety of games for most of the night.  Adults were able to bid on over 100 items during 

the auction with good deals being had by all!   The profits from this fundraiser are going to the church’s 
heating and air conditioning loan.  We made $3000 in 4 hours! Thank you to all the families who donated 
services or products for the silent auction.  Thank you for the set up and clean up crews. Thank you for our 
teaching staff and families who helped run a game or activity inside or even in the rain!  Thank you to the 
families who came and bid but also bought tickets for the children to play! Many hands make light work!  

Fall Fun Fair and Silent Auction                      



We love our volunteers! 
Thank you to Lee Ewing who has helped us with our building maintenance!    If you 
have a skill or talent and would like to share it to help our program, then let us know. 

Scholastic Book Orders  Ordering children’s books from the Scholastic Reading club is a good way to 
add to your library of children’s books.  Flyers come monthly in your child’s cubby. The books are reasonably priced 
and our preschool can earn points to add to our own classroom libraries.  Orders and payments are due on October 
21st.  You can order books online at www.scholastic.com/bookclubs .  On the parent page, register by    
entering the class activation code: N8Z6R.   The code ensures that your order is sent to our school.  Sign-
up online and select the books you would like to order by the due date. Your books will be delivered to 
preschool within 2 weeks.  If you prefer to bring the order forms to the school, please make checks payable to 
Scholastic Book Clubs. 

October is a wonderful time to go outside and observe the changes in the environment around 
you, even in your own neighborhood!   

1. Take a family nature walk and talk about the different colors around you, not only in the trees,  but in other areas 
of nature as well (pinecones, acorns, walnuts, fading flowers, etc.). 

2. Collect leaves that have fallen, and do leaf rubbings together.  Put  leaves under a piece of paper, and use the side 
of the crayon to rub the paper.  Talk about the things you observe in your leaf rubbings, and the 
colors you use.  Hang your leaf rubbings on the fridge. 

3. Rake up a pile of leaves and have a fun time throwing them in the air together.  

4.  Find items from nature and preserve them between two pieces of  “ironed” wax paper or adhere 
to the sticky side of clear contact paper. 

Have fun with your preschooler and encourage them to do things for themselves.  Talk about what you are doing.  
This will increase their vocabulary, and strengthen their relationship with you! 

T-Shirt orders: Forms will be coming to your child’s cubby box soon. We are working with 
a new designer this year.   These shirts are a wonderful keepsake for your child, but also make a 
great school shirt.  Wearing them to school so that their other clothes don’t get paint or other 
art products on them is a great idea.  We are offering each class their own color in a long and 
short sleeve option. Adult sizes are also available!  We hope to take orders for a few weeks and 
get them printed in time for Thanksgiving!  

 Preschool families and friends are welcome each week to attend church 
services at First English Lutheran Church.  Service begins at 9:00 a.m.; 
There are also Sunday School opportunities for children as well. 

All Welcome to Attend Church Services at First English Lutheran Church 

October Family Time Activity Ideas 

http://www.scholastic.com/bookclubs


Picture Day was           
September 28th and 29th. 
Mindy Steele did a great job 
with the class and individual 
photos. Your printed picture 

packet will be arriving soon and 
photos will be emailed as well. We 
so appreciate  Mindy’s time and   
talent again this year.   

Grandparents’ Day 
 This year Grandparents’ Day is        
scheduled for October  12 and 13.  We feel that 
grandparents are an important part of their 
grandchildren’s lives and deserve their own special day.  Grand-
parents are invited into church first to hear their grandchild sing 
and then they will go back to the classroom to participate in an 
activity with their grandchild. If your child’s grandparent is      
unavailable, they may bring another special “older” adult to spend 
time with on this day. When  grandparents arrive, please instruct 
them to go to the church.  We will start the event in the church 
with a sing-a-long at 11:15.  

Is it really October already?!  Happy Autumn!  As the cooler weather begins to settle in, we hope to continue enjoying 
outside time (mosquito-free, we hope) for weeks to come!  I don’t really want to talk about snow, yet, but we want you to 
know that, typically, if a coating of snow is on the ground, we do not go outside.  So, there is no need to send in boots or 
snow-gear.  Also, this is a good time to remind you to mark your child’s coat/jacket with his/her name in it.  Thank you 
so much for meeting with me for conferences.  I enjoyed talking with each of you about your child.  We encourage you to 
continue taking a look at the COR notes that we try to take daily.  Many of you gave us some positive feed-back already! 

Looking back on September, the transition from home to school proved to be smooth for some and a bit difficult for 
others.  We are happy to report that all appear to be comfortable coming to school and are continuing to settle into a 
school and classroom routine.  We are learning each other’s names and letter-link symbols.  We are learning the words 
and movements to new and some familiar songs.  We began the month with a simple, yet classic and familiar book, 
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? By Eric Carle.  We retold the story later during small-group time as we 
changed the bear’s color while doing Zip lock bag painting. During some of our  other small-group activities, we sorted, 
lined up or grouped our assortment of rubber vehicles and animals; we practiced pouring liquids of different densities 
and some of us noticed the layers it created; we used Pringle cans, acorns and paint to create our leaf/acorn paintings; we 
worked on our fine-motor skills using tongs and pom-poms.   

The children enjoy the other times in our day such as Work Time.  In our Monday/Wednesday class, Jasper enjoyed  
using one of the cameras and taking pictures of some of his classmates, while Blythe seems to enjoy getting her picture 
taken!  Mary and Grace can often be found in the kitchen where they are busy setting the table and cooking up delicious 
food for their teachers and classmates.  Rose  enjoys our Book Time, so much!  She chooses one book after the other for 
us to read.  Declan’s face lights up when we sing songs, and Isla’s face lights up when shaking our jingle bells. We       
recently moved some furniture around in our room, and Fritz liked the change we made and said it looked “cool”!  We 
had one birthday in September; Tanner (T/TH) turned 3 on the 24th!  We celebrated with a special snack!  We have one 
birthday in October, Grace C. turns 3 on the 21st.  Happy Birthday, Grace!  Looking ahead to October; Please continue 
to look at the lesson plans, and under Curriculum Content Area Focus Skills, you will see the skills we hope to work on 
and/or expose them to throughout the month.  Our new Nursery Rhyme will be Hickory Dickory Dock.  We will       
introduce our shape friend, Cindy Circle and learn her rhyme.  We will notice nature and the 
changes that occur during this Fall Season.  We will work on self-portraits for our class T-Shirts.  
Grandparents’ Day is coming October 12 & 13 and we look  forward to meeting many of them!   

Thank you for sharing your children with us! 

Mrs. Barnes (barnesfelp@gmail.com)  Mrs. Hodgson (hodgsonfelp@gmail.com)                        
Mrs. Fraser (fraserfelp@gmail.com) (Friday co-teacher until December)                                       

News from the 2’s class  



Happy fall!  We are off to a terrific start to this school year.  The children have adjusted to our school routine and are  
comfortable in the classroom.  Friendships are forming, conversations are more frequent and there are a lot of smiles to be 
seen.  We have enjoyed getting to know your child the past few weeks and look forward to the days ahead.  Lesson plans 
with curriculum foundations are being emailed out each week. We will also send a song list and learn at home activity 
sheet during the month.  It is our hope you will be able to enjoy an activity with your child through this at home exten-
sion.  Please let a teacher know if you are not receiving the emails or have difficulty opening the documents.  Lead teachers 
would like to extend a warm thank you to all parents who participated in conferences.  We appreciate your time and are 
grateful for the chance to talk with you about your special preschooler!! 

COR Advantage is up and running!  We hope each of you have been able to set up your username and password and log 
into your child’s account.  This is a fabulous tool that allows you to be part of our preschool day and see what your child is 
up to.  Please report any technical difficulties to the office or a teacher. 

September passed quickly and was tons of fun.  Our nursery rhyme focus was Humpty Dumpty and the day Mrs. Potts  
accidentally broke an egg brought a lot of surprise and laughter! “It popped,” Amelia shouted!  And she was right!  Work-
ing with play dough was a top choice in the room and we saw some great creations!  Nora S. made sleepover cakes, Eli 
made big worms, Ryan made snowmen and Eden made hearts.  Our block area has also been busy.  Fox is always ready for 
a train to leave the station.  Nolan’s Duplo pirate ships are tall and wide and Quinn enjoys a good traffic jam when play-
ing with all of the cars!  Princess Sophia, Princess Ava and Princess Aubrey make sure our wands, dresses and tutus are 
put to use every day!  Hazel has found a comfy spot in the book area and Maia stays busy in the kitchen.  Shepard explores 
the touch table and especially liked the bean and pom pom contents. 

October will be a busy month.  We look forward to sharing some fall songs on Grandparent’s Day and having a great time 
the end of the month with a fall family celebration in our classroom.  Volunteers will be needed so watch for more info in 
the next couple of weeks.  Our dramatic play area will become a clothing store.  The children will use play money to       
experience buying and selling.  As we continue in the season of fall, we will be observing seasonal objects such as         
pumpkins, gourds, pinecones and leaves.  We will begin tracking the weather and observing temperatures and wind.   We 
will continue to work on name recognition and counting with 1:1 correspondence.  Our shape focus will be rectangle and 
circle.  Be sure to go on a shape hunt through your home or while in the car. 

As a reminder, we will be on the playground unless it is raining.  Please dress your child accordingly.  Also, our daily snack 
is served at 11:00.  If your child does not eat breakfast at home, please bring something they can eat while on the way to 
school or even in the lounge before coming to class.  It is also very important your child uses the toilet and washes hands 
prior to starting their school day.  Our goal is to keep everyone healthy and hand washing helps keep germs at bay.  Thank 
you!  

Mrs. Andrews (andrewsfelp@gmail.com)  Mrs. Fraser (fraserfelp@gmail.com)  Mrs. Potts (pottsfelp@gmail.com) 

October News From the Three – Fours class 

Someone’s turning 4! 

                                                         

Eden – October 20 

We currently have a few openings 
in our 3/4 and Pre K classrooms; 
If you want to add extended day 
onto your child’s schedule, then let 
Mrs. Gleissner know! 



October is here and we are falling into our school routine boo-tifully.  There are also lots of special events 
happening this month so be sure to be keep newsletter and lesson plans handy to refer to throughout the 
month.  We have dates for Grandparents' visits, Eye screening, Firefighter visits, then we end the month 
with fall celebrations.  It is hard to believe we have no October birthdays; however, Gavin will celebrate his 
5th in November. We will be brainstorming and voting on what to take the place of our current farm         
area.  We are off and running with our class photo books. When it comes home make sure to look through it 
with your child to find out the classmate’s names or if your child can recognize a friend at school. Please 
return it on their next school day so we can get everyone's turn quickly. Taylor and Stella along with Ruby 
and Paddy are having the first turns as we began at the end of the alphabet order. 
We have also begun to do most of the morning jobs as well.  The children will get turns to be line leader, 
door holder, fish feeder, office messenger, friend counter, and various other chores all through the day!   
 
 Some of the skills we will address this month will be letter and name recognition; opposites; zoo-phonics 
beginning sound identification; naming 3-D shapes of cone, cube, pyramid, cylinder; patterning; graphing; 
kicking at a target; yoga poses; name writing (with top to bottom strokes and left to right progression); 
and  proper handwriting grip.  Some fun things to explore will be the insides of apples, pumpkins, and 
seeds/nuts; leaf rubbings; nature collages; shadows, and forming letters or shapes as we draw play plans. 
We will continue identifying feelings and making independent choices. Learning about food groups and the 
difference in day and night will also guide some activities. We will offer opportunities to play games with 
rules.   
 
We have been enjoying our extended day lunches with few friends on Monday and Wednesday; Milo, Max,  
Christian, and Beatrice would love some extra chairs filled if you would like to add one or both days 
to your child’s M/W schedule.  We have been having some restaurant role playing with Addie, Emery and 
Maddie, while Owen and Matthew have been protecting the room as police officers.  Liam has made 
some great block structures with our new variety of blocks.  Khloe makes a point of using the writing center 
daily for her messages inside envelopes. Audrey and Alexander have really enjoyed learning classmates 
names as they pass the snack basket at the table.   Book time has been a  favorite for Alex and Jackson as 
they look through the I spy pages.  Aisha has enjoyed retelling the Three Billy Goats Gruff story as well.  
Jaxson and Ean have begun to be cooperative builders together; Pike and Jacob have really en-
joyed the marble works maze building too. Brianna has requested help getting the listening center songs 
ready; Lydia and Fiona can usually be found sharing playdough tools as they work at the playdough table. 
Lauren makes sure to use the easel paint daily. Austin and Blake enjoy sharing the magnet shapes 
as they create things at the light table.  Shiloh will hopefully enjoy our next sharing event. We are planning 
on Oct. 17 and 18 to be our next sharing; however, we are asking for ALL items be your child’s favorite 
book. We would like the book to be one that can stay at school for a few weeks as we will plan some activi-
ties/lessons around them.  If children can make sure their name is inside the book then we will return it as 
soon as we can.  (Any book that must be read as a bedtime story might want to not be used at sharing 
time!) 
 
Mrs. Gleissner (gleissnerfelp@gmail.com)  and Mrs. Trimboli (trimbolifelp@gmail.com) 
 
 

 
Make sure that you LIKE us on our FACEBOOK page  
 
 

 
We are excited that our NEW website will be up and running shortly.  You may still       
access information from the church’s website at felcmishawaka.org but soon you may 
also explore school information from our own site. Thank you to Ashley Swanson 
(Shepard’s dad in 3/4’s class) for designing and maintaining this social media for us! 

October PreK News 


